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SUBJECT: Do Not Resuscitate Order (DNRO) 

TO: Hospital Administrators, Nursing Home Administrators, and County Public 
Health Unit Administrators 

This is to inform you that the 1992 Legislature amended Florida Statutes to authorize Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) personnel to honor a prehospital DNRO if it is presented to EMS in a 
manner provided by rule. We are asking you to assist us in making DNRO information available 
to all appropriate patients or clients you serve. Attached is a packet of information that is 
available to assist you in this effort. 

Please review the enclosed documents to implement a prehospital DNRO: Guide Booklet For 
Implementing Prehospital Do Not Resuscitate Order, DNRO rules (section 10D-66.325, Florida 
Administrative Code), a DNRO form (HRS Fonn 1896, Oct 93), DNRO bracelet with 
instructions for use, DNRO Informational Sheet, and a form to order additional DNRO forms and 
bracelets. The DNRO Infonnational Sheet should be distributed with each DNRO fonn. The use 
of the DNRO bracelet is optional. 

Hospitals, nursing homes and hospices may initiate the enclosed DNRO, HRS Form 1896, or they 
may use their own DNRO fonns. However, in order for EMS personnel to honor fonns other 
than HRS Fonn 1896, they must be substantially similar. The fonn must state that the patient is 
not to be resuscitated, has an effective date, includes the patient's full legal name, is signed by the 
patient, surrogate, proxy or guardian and the patient's attending physician. It must also include 
the physician's medical license number, telephone number and is signed and dated by at least two 
witnesses. 

In order to implement this program, the enclosed packet of information is being sent to EMS� 
providers, hospitals, nursing homes, hospices, and county public health units. However, it is 
difficult to reach every physician and individual who may be interested in the DNRO. Therefore, 
we are requesting that you assist us in giving the DNRO information the widest distribution 
possible. Your cooperation in making this program a success is appreciated. 
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